248                      NATURAL   RELIGION

less do so really. That is to say, Nature will not
excite all the emotions that were excited by the
Christian God, but it will excite a large number
of emotions which Christians have always main-
tained could be excited by nothing except God.
Therefore, says the author, even for the Christian,
Nature must be God, though it be God under
one aspect only. Surely, he argues, we can see
this easily, we have here no occasion for moral
or emotional quibbling. We need look merely
at the plainest and most undoubted facts. Chris-
tians believe God to be infinite, omnipresent,
omnipotent. To apply these epithets to any
other Being would be blasphemy. The man of
science applies exactly the same epithets to
Nature, and so (with certain limitations which
do not affect the case) l does the Christian also.
Nature then, as regarded by the man of science,
possesses attributes, and extorts a homage which
the Christian acknowledges are proper to God
alone. The Christian must therefore admit that
Nature is truly God. The author constantly
recurs to and dwells upon this argument, and

1 That is to say, though the Christian may think God in-
dependent ofthe material universe, He is yet co-extensive with
it, and He sustains the whole of it; and He is the only Being
of which this can be said.